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The mission of the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission is to protect, 
conserve, and enhance the Commonwealth’s aquatic resources, and 
provide fishing and boating opportunities.
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A colleague of mine from another state is fond of 
saying, “Conservation is a team sport.” He is right.

When we prepare our Annual Report each year, the 
teamwork that goes into implementing our mission to 
protect, conserve, and enhance aquatic resources, and 
provide fishing and boating opportunities always shines 
through. That is why it was easy to choose “partnerships” 
as a theme for showcasing the past year.

Every single one of the initiatives you will read about 
in the following pages has a partnership somewhere in its 
plan for success. From ones with sister state and federal 
agencies and nongovernmental organizations like the 
tree planting pictured below to interstate efforts to keep 
boaters safe on the water, this collaborative approach is 
yielding results that are too numerous to mention.

That spirit of collaboration runs deep within the 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC). Our 

staff consistently rely on their colleagues from different 
bureaus and divisions within the agency to cooperatively 
advance projects and initiatives that benefit Pennsylvania’s 
anglers, boaters, and aquatic resources.

Personally, I don’t know any other way to operate. My 
default is always to engage others and look for common 
ground to further mutual interests. That is often easier 
said than done, but if your intentions are true and you 
have the good of the resource and those who rely on it in 
mind, it is worth the work and the wait.

Two of the most important partnerships we have are 
with the Pennsylvania House of Representatives and 
Pennsylvania Senate, which is why it is a pleasure to 
present this annual snapshot of some of the things we 
did in the past year across the Commonwealth. Section 
503(b) of Title 30 (the Fish and Boat Code) requires us 
to submit this report, but we would honestly do it even if 
we did not have to complete it. The stewardship entrusted 
to our agency ultimately derives from state law, and that 
stewardship is facilitated and made stronger when done in 
partnership with the General Assembly.

Glad we are all on the same team!

In 2024, trees and shrubs were planted at PFBC’s Mahantango Access along the Susquehanna River, Snyder County, by conservation partners. 
See page 19.

Conservation is a Team Sport
by Timothy D. Schaeffer
Executive Director
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The endless fishing and boating opportunities across 
Pennsylvania are best enjoyed with others. While the 
PFBC’s mission is to protect, conserve, and enhance the 
Commonwealth’s aquatic resources and provide fishing and 
boating opportunities, our agency doesn’t succeed alone. 
Partnerships with public and private entities, non-profit 
organizations, and individuals on the local, state, and 
federal levels expand the PFBC’s service to anglers, boaters, 
conservationists, and the aquatic resources we all enjoy.

Local Partnerships
It’s good to have friends. The PFBC’s impact in local 

communities is amplified through partnerships with 
sportsmen’s clubs, local watershed associations, civic 
organizations, and “Friends” groups who volunteer, 
participate in adopt-an-access programs, stock fish, 
or raise funds to provide additional maintenance and 
amenities above and beyond the PFBC’s ability. Here are a 
few examples:

Cooperative Nurseries
The PFBC partners with more than 

160 cooperative nurseries (co-ops) 
statewide operated by sportsmen’s 
groups, schools, and other volunteer 
organizations. These groups receive 
fingerling-size trout from the PFBC, 
which are raised to adult size at each 
co-op’s local facilities. Collectively, co-ops 
contribute approximately 1 million trout 
that are stocked into public waterways 
in addition to the 3.2 million trout 
raised at PFBC hatcheries. In 2024, 
the PFBC awarded approximately 
$198,000 for 32 projects through its 
Cooperative Nursery Grant Program to 
support various co-op needs, including 
infrastructure upgrades. 

Eldred Conservation Club, McKean 
County, was awarded a grant in the 
amount of $31,848 to replace its aging 
raceway used to raise trout.

Education Experiences
The PFBC ensures that 

everyone has the opportunity to 
learn basic skills needed to find 
adventure on the water. Education 
staff in partnership with certified 
fishing and boating instructors, 
Waterways Conservation Officers 
(WCOs), and local volunteers 
reached thousands of new and 
experienced anglers and boaters 
in their communities across the 
Commonwealth. In 2024, the 
PFBC provided $203,527 in R3 
(Recruit, Retain, Reactivate) Grant 
funding to support 19 education 
projects in 17 counties and one 
statewide project. 

Access to the Water
Safe and convenient access to 

Pennsylvania’s 86,000 miles of rivers, lakes, 
and streams is a top priority within PFBC’s 
strategic plan and is not possible without 
local partners. From small boat launches 
for unpowered kayaks and canoes, to 
large-scale marina improvements, many 
projects are funded annually through the 
Boating Facility Grant Program. In 2024, 
the PFBC awarded $1,693,600 for 13 
projects involving the planning, acquisition, 
development, expansion, and rehabilitation 
of public boating facilities. Thanks to 
a $1,000,000 grant from the National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation under 
the Delaware River Basin Conservation 
Act, special consideration was given to 
proposed projects within the Delaware 
River Watershed, resulting in five impactful 
projects within the watershed.

Glossbrenner United Methodist Church, 
Lancaster County, was awarded $20,685 
through the R3 Grant Program to purchase 
canoes, PFDs, and other gear for its 
experiential education program. 

In October, the PFBC joined the Lackawaxen 
River Trails group to dedicate Sycamore 
Point Park, Wayne County, which includes a 
new boat launch funded in part through the 
Boating Facility Grant Program.

SPECIAL SECTION: PARTNERSHIPS FOR SUCCESS
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Statewide Partnerships
Aquatic resource management requires an incredible 

amount of cooperation and collaboration with other 
Commonwealth agencies and statewide conservation 
organizations. The PFBC is proud to partner regularly with 
other professionals in various fields including fisheries science, 

wildlife biology, law enforcement, engineering, transportation, 
health, and education. While many statewide partnerships 
result from common interests in fishing and boating, other 
relationships reflect PFBC’s wide-reaching mission and the 
benefits of the agency’s work for all Pennsylvanians.

Governor’s Invasive Species Council
The PFBC is proud to have 

a seat at the table of this multi-
agency group, which also includes 
the PDA, PA DCNR, PA DEP, 
PA DOH, PennDOT, and PGC. 
Together, the agencies and 
non-governmental partners, such 
as Conservation Districts statewide, 
work to identify invasive plant, 
insect, and animal species including 
fish and other aquatic life that 
currently threaten or potentially 
threaten Pennsylvania’s natural 
and agricultural resources and the 
industries they support. Each May, 
the Council celebrates Pennsylvania 
Native Species Day as a reminder 
that the natural treasures all around 
us are worth protecting.

Clean Water
Pollution in our waterways comes 

in many forms from petroleum 
products and pesticides to fertilizers 
and even improperly disposed of 
pharmaceuticals. The PFBC works 
closely with other agencies including 
the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection (PA 
DEP), Pennsylvania Department of 
Agriculture (PDA), Pennsylvania 
Department of Health (PA DOH), 
and Pennsylvania Department of 
Drug and Alcohol Programs (PA 
DDAP) to prevent pollution and 
hold violators accountable. While 
reducing water pollution is a direct 
benefit to aquatic life, anglers, 
and boaters, clean water resulting 
from PFBC programs benefits all 
Pennsylvanians and others living 
downstream in neighboring states.

Youth Programs
Engaging youth in fishing and boating 

programs provides tremendous physical 
and mental benefits that come with 
outdoor recreation. The PFBC is proud to 
partner with other organizations, including 
the Governor’s Youth Council for Hunting, 
Fishing, and Conservation, PA DCNR, 
Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC), 
and Trout Unlimited (TU) to provide 
youth-specific educational programming. 
In addition to the PFBC’s popular 
Mentored Youth Trout Day in the spring, 
several waters across the Commonwealth 
are designated for youth fishing only, 
and WCOs, Education staff, and 
Commissioners attend many youth fishing 
derbies each year sponsored by sportsmen’s 
clubs statewide. As always, youth anglers 
under the age of 16 do not require a fishing 
license. All proceeds from Voluntary Youth 
Fishing Licenses ($2.97) are reinvested 
directly to benefit youth programming.

The 2024 Native Species Day was 
held at Big Elk Creek State Park, 
Chester County.

PFBC Executive Director Schaeffer at a 
Prescription Drug Take-Back event at 
the PFBC’s Harrisburg headquarters, 
Dauphin County, in October.

In October, members of the Governor’s 
Youth Council for Hunting, Fishing, and 
Conservation helped unveil the new PA 
Sportsman license plate, which benefits 
youth fishing and hunting education.

photo-Com
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National Partnerships
As the Keystone State, Pennsylvania is a national leader in 

aquatic resource management. Many of the PFBC’s programs 
serve as models for surrounding states, and many of the 
agency’s conservation efforts are conducted in partnership 
with other states and federal agencies for the common good. 
Approximately 25% of the PFBC’s funding comes from federal 

Partner with a Payer
The PFBC is proud to join the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) to participate in this 
program, which places a spotlight 
on manufacturers of outdoor 
goods such as fishing tackle. 
Manufacturers, including many in 
Pennsylvania, pay federal excise 
taxes on their products which, 
in turn, help to fund the PFBC 
and other state fish and wildlife 
agencies. In addition to hosting 
several field and facilities tours 
for manufacturers to highlight the 
PFBC’s work funded by federal 
taxes, Pennsylvania fishing tackle 
manufacturers are regularly 
featured in the Pennsylvania 
Angler & Boater magazine. 

Pennsylvania fishing tackle manufacturers 
are regularly featured in the Pennsylvania 
Angler & Boater magazine.

Fish Habitat
Since 2007, the PFBC has 

partnered with the National Fish 
Habitat Partnership (NFHP) 
to implement 34 projects in 
Pennsylvania waters. Each of the 
projects meet the mission of the 
NFHP to protect, restore, and 
enhance the nation’s fish and 
aquatic communities through 
partnerships that foster fish 
habitat conservation and improve 
the quality of life for people. 
Representing the Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, 
PFBC Executive Director Tim 
Schaeffer serves as the Chair of 
the NFHP Board.

Operation Dry Water
The PFBC’s Bureau of Law Enforcement 

(BLE) is proud to participate in the annual 
National Association of State Boating Law 
Administrators (NASBLA) Operation 
Dry Water campaign. Alongside fellow 
conservation law enforcement agencies 
from across the country, the United States 
Coast Guard, and United States Army 
Corps of Engineers, PFBC WCOs conduct 
enhanced Boating Under the Influence 
(BUI) enforcement around the Fourth of 
July holiday weekend. In Pennsylvania, 
it is unlawful to operate any boat while 
intoxicated with a blood alcohol content 
of .08% or above, and BUI offenders face 
similar fines and penalties as those who 
drive a motor vehicle on the roadway 
while impaired. In 2024, WCOs arrested 
12 individuals for BUI during Operation 
Dry Water.

Concrete reef balls are installed at Blue 
Marsh Lake, Berks County, as part of a large-
scale fish habitat project funded by a grant 
through Bass Pro Shops and NFHP.

Sergeant Bryan Bendock patrols Lake 
Wallenpaupack, Wayne and Pike 
counties. 

excise taxes on fishing equipment and motorboat fuel, while 
additional federal grant programs help to fund the acquisition 
of public access to water and enhanced fish habitat projects. 
The positive results of these federal partnerships are apparent 
in big cities and small communities across Pennsylvania, in the 
Chesapeake Bay, and beyond.

FishandBoat.com

May/June 2024  $5.00

The Keystone State's 
Official Fishing and

Boating Magazine
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STATEWIDE INITIATIVES
Out for Trout

On Saturday, April 6, hundreds of thousands of anglers 
enjoyed the opening day of trout season. A Mentored 
Youth Trout Day was held on Saturday, March 30. In 2024, 
approximately 60% of anglers age 16 and over who purchased 
a fishing license also purchased a trout permit. Combined 
with youth angler participation, the opening day of trout 
season and the weeks that follow continue to be a cherished 
Pennsylvania tradition.

Important 2025 Trout Fishing Dates:
•	 Saturday, March 29, 2025 (Statewide) - Mentored Youth 

Trout Day
•	 Saturday, April 5, 2025 (Statewide) - Opening Day of  

Trout Season

Fishing Summary/Boating Handbook
For fishing license year 2025, 

beginning December 1, 2024, the 
PFBC published the 2025 Pennsylvania 
Fishing Summary and 2025 Pennsylvania 
Boating Handbook. The booklet is 
available free of charge at nearly 700 
license issuing agents, can be viewed at 
HuntFish.PA.gov, or downloaded at 
fishandboat.com. It includes fishing 
regulations and information for 
powered and unpowered boat operators 
including basic navigation rules, safety 
information, BUI, and how to help 
prevent the spread of Aquatic Invasive 
Species (AIS).

Limited Edition Fishing License Button 
In 2024, 6,822 anglers purchased a collectible fishing license 

button. The collectible button for 2025 features a classic keystone 
design similar to many vintage fishing license buttons, with 

a vibrant conservation green and navy 
blue color scheme. Once again, a limited-
edition production of 10,000 buttons will 
be produced, and customers will receive 
a randomly numbered button between 
00001-10000.

Fish-for-Free Days
The annual Fish-for-Free Days were offered again in 2024 

on May 26 and July 4. The Fish and Boat Code permits the 
PFBC to offer two free fishing days a year. Dates are selected 
to coincide with the Memorial Day and Independence Day 
weekends. Fish-for-Free Days allow anyone—residents and 
non-residents—to legally fish in Pennsylvania without a fishing 
license. From 12:01 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. on both days, no fishing 
license is needed to fish in Pennsylvania’s waterways. All other 
fishing regulations apply.

Fish-for-Free Days in 2025 will be:
•	 Sunday, May 25, 2025
•	 Friday, July 4, 2025

Notice of Stocking
Beginning in 2024, anglers who move live fish from one water 

to another are required to submit a Notice of Stocking (NOS). In 
addition to existing regulations that govern which types of fish are 
allowed to be stocked in Pennsylvania and which are prohibited, 
the NOS allows the PFBC to know about legal stocking activity as 
a way to improve fisheries management and protect against the 
spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) and pathogens. Filling 
out the NOS is a fast, free, and user-friendly process that can be 
completed online using the HuntFish.PA.gov website or a .pdf 
form and submitting it by email or traditional mail. In 2024, 
the PFBC received more than 1,700 NOS submissions for 3,949 
stocking events on 1,527 different waters.

Calendar Year Boat Registration
As a customer service improvement, the PFBC began issuing 

boat registrations that coincide with the calendar year  
(valid January 1-December 31) in October 2023. Renewals and 
registrations issued after October 1, 2023, were the first to transition 
to the calendar year cycle and receive registrations with a December 
31, 2025, expiration date. Boat registrations issued after October 1, 
2024, were the second and final group to transition to the calendar 
year cycle and will receive registrations with a December 31, 2026, 
expiration date. 

Therapeutic Recreation
Act 1 of 2024, signed by Governor Shapiro in March, allows the 

PFBC to exempt participants from possessing a fishing license when 
participating in programs that use fishing as therapy. There are about 
60 such events across the 
Commonwealth each 
year including those 
that benefit the mental 
and physical recovery of 
veterans who sustained 
injuries in battle, women 
who are recovering 
from breast cancer, and 
individuals suffering from 
various other forms of 
developmental, traumatic, 
and physical ailments.

Mentored Youth Trout Day 2024

1Pennsylvania Boating Handbook                                                fishandboat.comFishandBoat.com

  
Boating HandbookBoating Handbook

20252025  PennsylvaniaPennsylvania

Multi-Year Fishing Licenses–page 5

FishandBoat.com

  
Fishing Fishing SummarySummary

20252025  PennsylvaniaPennsylvania

MENTORED YOUTH TROUT DAY
March 29 (Statewide)

FISH-FOR-FREE DAYS
May 25 and July 4

TROUT OPENER April 5 Statewide

(Left to right) Senator Jim Brewster, 
Governor Josh Shapiro, Executive Director 
Tim Schaeffer, and Senator Greg Rothman 
celebrate the signing of Act 1 of 2024. 

photo-courtesy of Pennsylvania Senate Democrats
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Voluntary Permits
Five years since the start of this program, anglers continue 

to support their favorite types of fishing through the purchase 
of voluntary permits. Voluntary permits do not provide any 
additional privileges, but revenue from each permit is invested 
directly into their respective programs including Bass, Musky, 
Wild Trout and Enhanced Waters, and Habitat/Waterways 
Conservation. In 2024, voluntary permits generated $100,620. 
Since 2019, more than $720,500 has been invested into special 
projects statewide.

Identifying and Protecting  
Wild Trout Streams 

During 2024, biologists and Unassessed Waters Initiative 
partners surveyed streams to identify, classify, and protect naturally 
reproducing populations of trout. Surveyed waters that support 
natural reproduction of wild trout qualify to be added to the 
PFBC’s listing of wild trout streams and/or listing of Class A wild 
trout streams. In 2024, the Commission added 143 new waters to 
the list of wild trout streams and extended the length of 12 waters 
that were already listed, thus increasing the protection on 305 
miles of streams. Fifty-seven 
new stream sections were 
added to the Class A wild 
trout streams list, increasing 
the protection on 141 miles 
of streams.

Faster Boat Registrations
A major success of the agency in 2024 was the elimination 

of long waiting periods for boaters when registering boats or 
renewing their boat registrations. Improved communication 
with customers through the PFBC call center, website, and 
e-mail led to increases in online renewals and reduced phone 
call volume. By reducing phone calls by approximately 18%, staff 
were able to increase their boat registration renewal efficiency by 
approximately 9% daily. Additionally, the call center waiting time 
for customers has been reduced by approximately 14%.

Stocking Truck Upgrades
Three new hatchery trucks hit Pennsylvania roads in 2024, 

providing a much needed upgrade for stocking operations and 
improving staff safety and efficiency. Upgraded trucks feature 
the PFBC’s familiar white paint scheme and agency logos, a user-
friendly cab and chassis outfitted with an aluminum bed, and a 
double walled insulated aluminum tank coated in fiberglass. The 
tanks are specifically designed to transport live fish and ensure 
consistent water 
temperature and 
aeration over long 
distances. Seven 
more trucks are 
expected to be 
added to the PFBC 
fleet during 2025. 

Hatchery Capital Projects 
Progress continues on the unprecedented effort to modernize 

the PFBC’s 12 state fish hatcheries. In 2022, the PFBC was granted 
$76 million in capital funding and matched it with PFBC funds 
for renovation projects to improve hatchery infrastructure, protect 
against AIS, and enhance fish culture operations. Some specific major 
projects include increasing hatch house production at Bellefonte State 
Fish Hatchery, Centre County; and Huntsdale State Fish Hatchery, 
Cumberland County. Other projects include raceway upgrades at 
Oswayo State Fish Hatchery, Potter County, and a new Muskellunge 
rearing unit at Linesville State Fish Hatchery, Crawford County. 
During 2024, two projects advanced to the design phase, with six 
other projects in early stages of planning.

Special Striper Stocking
In summer 2024, the PFBC purchased 15,000 surplus Striped Bass 

from a commercial fish hatchery in North Carolina for approximately 
30% of normal market value. While the PFBC typically annually stocks 
more than 200,000 fingerling stripers (2 inches long) in Pennsylvania 
waters, this “special” batch of fish were approximately 10 inches long. 
Stocking occurred in eight lakes including Lake Nockamixon, Bucks 
County; Cowanesque Lake, Tioga County; Lake Marburg, York 
County; Beltzville Lake, Carbon County; Blue Marsh Lake, Berks 
County; Lake Redman, York County; Lake Wallenpaupack, Wayne and 
Pike counties; and Raystown Lake, Huntingdon County.

Great Lakes Consortium
In October, Pennsylvania hosted the 2024 meeting of this 

Consortium in Harrisburg. It was led by the PFBC, PA DEP, and PA 
DOH. The Consortium is a collaboration of fish advisory program 
managers from government agencies on fisheries, health, and water 
quality within the Great Lakes states, provinces, and territories. A 
common theme among all participants was the challenge of effective 
communication regarding fish consumption advisories, while also 
promoting the health benefits of eating fish. 

Improving Aquatic Organism Passage 
The PFBC’s Bureau of Fisheries continued to work with PennDOT, 

PGC, PA DEP, PA DCNR, and others to improve aquatic organism 
passage under bridges through improved design and installation 
practices of box culverts. Since 2009, improvements to these structures 
have been successful in providing better aquatic connectivity by creating 
a more natural transition from the culvert to the stream that mimics the 
natural stream channel. In 2024, the PFBC added multiple colleges and 
universities to the program, where students help identify road-stream 
crossings that impede aquatic organism passage and provide valuable 
in-field, educational opportunities for students studying natural 
resource management.

Another notable aquatic 
organism passage project that 
entered the design phase in 2024 is 
the removal of the Spring Garden 
Dam within Tyler State Park, Bucks 
County. Removal of this dam will 
eliminate a boating hazard and 
improve fish passage.

Wild Brook Trout

One of the new stocking trucks added to the 
hatchery fleet in 2024. Spring Garden Dam, Bucks County
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County, to receive certified instruction on policing topics such 
as the rules of criminal procedure, search and seizure, collecting 
evidence, and presenting courtroom testimony. After graduation 
at Mansfield, the class will return to Bellefonte to receive enhanced 
training on conservation law enforcement. The class will complete 
their training in the summer of 2025. 

Trout In the Classroom (TIC)
This program continued to expand in 2024, providing 

educational experiences for students and teachers who raise 
Rainbow Trout from eggs to fingerlings in aquariums as part of 
their curriculum. For the 2024-2025 school year, 417 classrooms 
completed 12,342 hours of TIC-related education, reaching 
57,114 students—a 15% increase over the previous year. Schools 
in 62 counties participated in the program, representing 
47% of Pennsylvania school districts. The TIC program is 
made possible through the 
partnership between the PFBC, 
Pennsylvania Council of Trout 
Unlimited, local TU chapters, 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Education, participating 
schools, and volunteers. Of 
the 35 states that offer TIC 
programming in schools, 
Pennsylvania has the third 
largest program. 

AIS Composting Stations 
In 2024, AIS composting stations were installed at select 

agency boat launches in the western and central regions known 
for containing AIS such as Hydrilla or Zebra Mussels. While 
inspecting their boats and trailers prior to leaving the launch 
area, boaters can now place AIS, aquatic plant fragments, and 
unused live bait into these stations to compost. Composting 
stations were installed at Walnut Creek Marina, Erie County; 
Conneaut Lake, Crawford County; Tamarack Lake, Crawford 
County; Glade Run Lake, Butler County; Kahle Lake, Clarion 
and Venango counties; Kyle Lake, Jefferson County; Walker 
Lake, Snyder County; Opossum Lake, Cumberland County; and 
Colyer Lake, Centre County. This project was funded through a 
federal AIS Management Plan grant obtained in partnership with 
Pennsylvania Sea Grant. 

Law Enforcement Awards
Each year, the PFBC’s BLE 

honors its WCOs with a variety 
of awards that recognize 
outstanding service and 
excellence. In 2024, awards 
were presented in the following 
categories: 

•	 2023 Officer of the Year: 
WCO Matthew Visosky 
(Central Erie County) 

•	 2023 NASBLA Boating Law 
Officer of the Year (PA): 
Sergeant Michael Blair  
(Southeast Region)

•	 Top Gun Award:  
WCO Kyle Robinson  
(Mifflin and Northern Huntingdon counties)  

•	 Gerald L. Greiner Environmental Protection Award: 
Sergeant Justin Boatwright  
(Northcentral Region)

•	 Deputy of the Year Award: DWCO E. Lawrence Crest 
(Northcentral Region)

Right Tool for the Job
During 2024, the PFBC completed a three-year boat 

replacement plan for law enforcement. Twenty-six new boats 
are now in service on waterways across the Commonwealth, 
replacing older vessels that had outlived their usefulness for 
the purposes of effective law enforcement. Funding for two 
new patrol boats was secured through the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s Port Security Grant Program.

26TH WCO Class
In August 2024, the 26th WCO Trainee Class began 

their training at the H.R. Stackhouse School of Fishery 
Conservation and Watercraft Safety in Bellefonte, Centre 
County. After receiving instruction on various fishing and 
boating related topics, in early September, trainees reported to 
Mansfield Commonwealth University of Pennsylvania, Tioga 

26th WCO Class

Sergeant Michael Blair, 
NASBLA Boating Law Officer 
of the Year for Pennsylvania

The G3 Bay 20 GX is the type of boat being used on waterways 
including the Susquehanna River and Pymatuning Reservoir.

photo-Bruce Dart
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FIRST
DISTRICT

Commissioner Daniel J. Pastore, Fairview, Erie County, 
represents the First District of the PFBC. He was appointed 
in June 2019 and was reappointed in October 2023. 

The First District includes Butler, Clarion,  
Crawford, Erie, Forest, Lawrence, Mercer, Venango, 
and Warren counties.

Elk Creek, Erie County
photo-PFBC archives

Commissioner Daniel J. Pastore
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FIRST DISTRICT
Lake Erie Sport Fishing Update

The Walleye fishery in the Pennsylvania waters of Lake Erie was 
outstanding for the eighth consecutive year, and 2024 yielded the 
second highest catch rate and the highest harvest rate ever observed 
in our boat angler survey with records dating back to 1996. Overall, 
43% of Walleye trips harvested the creel limit of six Walleye (15 
inches or larger) per angler. The age composition of the harvest 
was 34% age 3, 13% age 4, 25% age 5, and 28% age 6 and older 
Walleye. The average length of all harvested Walleye samples was 
approximately 20 inches, with the largest measuring 29 inches. The 
steelhead tributary fishery continues to perform above expectations. 
The PFBC partnered with the PA Steelhead Association for a new 
tributary angler survey 
beginning in fall of 2022. 
A survey during the Fall 
2023 and Spring 2024 
seasons compiled 292 
interviews from 107 
anglers and documented 
a 0.97 fish per hour catch 
rate, which is considered 
excellent for steelhead. 

Linesville State Fish Hatchery Open House
On April 13, 2024, the PFBC welcomed several thousand 

guests to an open house held annually at this hatchery, featuring 
educational and entertaining activities and exhibits. Visitors enjoyed 
a Walleye spawning demonstration, live reptile and amphibian 
displays, fish cooking demonstrations, and fly tying instruction.

Pymatuning Habitat Improvement
In cooperation with PA DCNR staff at Pymatuning State 

Park, Pymatuning Lake Association (PLA), Crawford County 
Conservation District (CCCD), and PFBC completed shoreline 
habitat improvements at Pymatuning Reservoir and stabilized 
960 feet of erosion. The PLA was awarded a $75,000 grant 
from the Reservoir Fisheries Habitat Partnership, and PFBC 
Lake Habitat staff guided contractors to place stone structures 
to enhance fish habitat, improve water quality, and increase 
shoreline angler access. Additionally, PA DCNR and CCCD 
worked with Conneaut Lake Middle School to plant a riparian 
buffer of native trees and shrubs.

Sugar Lake Access Improvements
The PFBC 

invested $47,400 
into this project in 
Crawford County, 
which included a new 
bulkhead and dock, 
shoreline stabilization, 
new stone parking 
surface, and drainage 
improvements.

Caged Freshwater Mussel Studies
The PFBC, USFWS, and PA DEP conducted caged freshwater 

mussel studies in French Creek and the Conneaut Lake outlet. The 
purpose of the study was to determine the impact of permitted 
discharges into Commonwealth waters, such as from sewer 
treatment and industrial facilities. For the study, juvenile plain 
pocketbook mussels raised at the PFBC’s Union City Aquatic 
Conservation Center were placed in mussel silos both upstream and 
downstream of known discharge areas from July to October and 
monitored for growth. This and other studies will ultimately help 
determine if current discharge limits are adequate for protecting 
mussels and other aquatic life.

Muskellunge Survey at  

Pymatuning Reservoir
An early spring trap net survey is annually conducted at this 

Crawford County lake to assess the PFBC’s bi-annual stocking 
of purebred Muskellunge yearlings. In 2024, 177 muskies were 
collected, ranging from 25 to 47 inches. All untagged Muskellunge 
captured were implanted with Passive Integrated Transponder (PIT) 
tags to track mortality and growth rates. Since 2017, 776 muskies 
have been tagged. Results from the tagging survey will inform 
stocking rates and management strategies in the next update to the 
Muskellunge Management Plan. Pymatuning Reservoir is the main 
brood source for hatchery Muskellunge production in Pennsylvania.

Protecting the Digger Crayfish
First discovered in northwest Pennsylvania in 2014, the rare 

digger crayfish was officially listed as an endangered species in 
March 2024. Extensive studies over the past decade determined 
that this species was once widespread in the region but was likely 
impacted by logging and draining of wetlands for agricultural 
purposes. The species is now 
known to be present only 
in two disconnected areas 
in the Lake Erie and the 
upper Ohio River drainages. 
Listing as an endangered 
species will provide 
expanded protections for 
the remaining population of 
digger crayfish. 

New stone deflectors and tree plantings at the Jamestown Campground 
at Pymatuning State Park, Crawford County.

Fresh stone and dock at the Sugar Lake 
Access, Crawford County.

In Pennsylvania, the endangered 
digger crayfish lives only in the 
Northwest Region.

photo-Tanya Khan

PFBC Executive Director Schaeffer with 
a steelhead from Lake Erie, Erie County.



12

2024 ANNUAL REPORT

SECOND
DISTRICT

Keystone State Park, Westmoreland County
photo-PFBC archives

Commissioner John Mahn Jr., Charleroi, Washington 
County, represents the Second District of the PFBC. He 
was appointed in December 2021. 

The Second District includes Allegheny, Armstrong, 
Beaver, Fayette, Greene, Indiana, Washington, and 
Westmoreland counties.

Commissioner John Mahn Jr.


