i SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA
BILL SUMMARY

House Bill 359
Printer’s No. 377

Prime Sponsor: English
Committee: Game and Fisheries

SYNOPSIS:
Amends Title 34 (Game and Wildlife Code) to include bear and elk in the provisions related to killing
game or wildlife by mistake, and providing for restitution and clemency from license revocation

SUMMARY:
HB 359 amends Title 34 (Game and Wildlife Code) Section 2306 (relating to killing game or wildlife by
mistake) subsection (a) (relating to general rule) to include bear and elk in the mistaken kill provisions.
The bill also amends subsection (b) (relating to restitution) to provide that restitution for mistakenly
killing bear or elk will be $100 for each animal killed. The bill also amends Section 2742 (relating to
period of revocation) by adding a new subsection (c} (relating to clemency from revocation) to provide
that the commission may not revoke hunting privileges for the unlawful taking of game or wildlife if
the following conditions are met:
1) The violation is the person’s first unlawful taking or possession of game or wildlife offense.
2) The person complies with the procedural requirements in statute concerning removal of
entrails, tagging, reporting, delivery of carcass and providing a written, sworn statement.
3) The violation occurs during: an open season within the applicable wildlife management unit
for the species involved; or a closed season within the applicable wildlife management unit for
the species involved, but only if there was an open season within an adjacent wildlife
management unit for the same species.
4) The person pleads guilty to the violation charged.
5} The violation does not involve a threatened or endangered species.
6) There are no relevant aggravating circumstances present concerning the violation.

Effective Date: This shall take effect in 60 days
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